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Dear Ms Clarke 
 
 
RESPONSE TO PROPOSED LEGISLATION FOR MINIMUM ENERGY PERFORMANCE 
STANDARDS (MEPS) AND ENERGY LABELING 
 
 
The ACS is the representative body for Information & Communications Technology (ICT) 
professionals, attracting a large and active membership from all levels of the ICT industry.  As a 
member of the Australian Council of Professions, the ACS is the public voice of the ICT profession and 
the guardian of professional ethics and standards in the ICT industry, with a commitment to the wider 
community to ensure the beneficial use of ICT and to support and develop the local ICT sector.  

The ACS has been actively involved in Green ICT initiatives, and in 2007, released the first 
assessment and emissions audit on the amount of green house gas being generated by ICT use by 
Australian businesses, along with a series of easily implemented activities that will help businesses 
reduce their carbon footprint.  The ACS Green ICT policy and study upon which it is based is available 
at: 

https://www.acs.org.au/index.cfm?action=show&conID=200708161502035944. 

The ACS released an addendum to its Green ICT Policy in 2009, which has as a key recommendation, 
the extension of the Star Energy Rating system to cover all domestic and commercial ICT goods.  The 
policy also recommends a compulsory manufacturer take back policy for ICT equipment when new 
equipment is purchased or upgraded.  The addendum is available at: 

http://www.acs.org.au/index.cfm?action=show&conID=200907301005197222.  



  

This proposal is in line with the European Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment and Restriction of 
Hazardous Substances in Electrical and Electronic Equipment directives, which has been adopted by 
the European Union. 

The ACS strongly supports the introduction of minimum energy performance standards as outlined in 
the proposed legislation for providing a nationally consistent policy framework covering MEPs and 
energy labeling.  

The ACS believes that extending the energy star rating program for all domestic and commercial ICT 
products will allow consumers and ICT professionals to compare the energy consumption of ICT 
products and make the best choices in terms of reducing energy use and costs for both businesses 
and households. 
 
The ACS also considers there could be value in the Government developing an awareness campaign 
in collaboration with the ICT sector, manufacturers and distributers of ICT products, to raise awareness 
of the use of ICT as a key element in the solution to decreasing energy use, and increasing energy 
efficiency across all sectors of the economy.  
 
ICT is already helping to reduce energy use and streamline processes in many fields, for example 
through e-banking, e-government and e-health.  Furthermore, advances in videoconferencing 
technologies and the impending introduction of high speed broadband services across Australia, via 
the National Broadband Network (NBN), will provide many opportunities to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
 
As the single largest purchaser of ICT goods and services in Australia, the Government is in a strong 
position to use its purchasing power by ensuring its ICT procurement guidelines give preference to 
those goods and services that adopt minimum energy performance standards and energy rating 
schemes. 
 
New ICT supply contracts that are going to be implemented as a result of the Gershon review into the 
use of ICT in the Federal Public Sector provide a perfect opportunity to put these procurement policies 
into action.  
 
One area highlighted in the Discussion Paper that is of particular concern is data centres and servers. 
Currently, a large proportion of the energy going into these is not used for computer processing, but 
cooling.  A move across Government to adopt Web2.0, and to implement virtualisation and ‘thin client’ 
solutions will help reduce energy consumption from servers.  
 
As part of our commitment to improving the Green ICT knowledge and credentials of members, the 
ACS has developed a Green ICT course as part of its Computer Professional Education Program. This 
unit is internationally accredited and is included as part of the Masters Curriculum for Information 
Technology at the Australia National University. 
 
Should you require any further clarification of the ACS views provided in this submission, please do not 
hesitate to contact me on (02) 9299 3666. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr. Stuart (Sam) Burrell 
Chief Executive Officer 


