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3 yearsICT degree – 
normal & 
accredited

Which is the 
highest level of 
qualification you 
have achieved?

How many years 
experience do 
you have in ICT?

How many years 
experience do you 
have in this SFIA 
specialism?

Can you demonstrate in-depth 
competence in at least one of 
these specialisms at SFIA level 5? 

4 yearsICT degree – 
normal & not 
accredited

6 yearsNon-ICT 
degree

5 yearsICT diploma, 
advanced 
diploma AQF 
5/6

7+ years
(depending 
on particular 
vendor 
certification)

Vendor 
certification

10 yearsExperience 
only

4 yearsSenior 
Manager

Employed in 
ICT school or 
research 
facility and 
holds either a 
Masters by 
research or 
PhD

2 years @ SFIA level 5 
(plus 1 year SFIA level 
4)

2 years @ SFIA level 5 
(plus 2 years SFIA 
level 4)

2 years @ SFIA level 5 
(plus 2 years SFIA 
level 4)

2 years @ SFIA level 5 
(plus 2 years SFIA 
level 4)

2 years @ SFIA level 5 
(plus 2 years SFIA 
level 4)

2 years @ SFIA level 5 
(plus 2 years SFIA 
level 4)

4 years @ SFIA level 6
(Demonstrate 
in-depth competence 
in at least one 
specialism at SFIA 
level 6)

2 years @ SFIA level 6 
(Demonstrate 
in-depth competence 
in at least one 
specialism at SFIA 
level 6)

Academic

Pathway Accelerators reducing experience requirements:

For all pathways with the exception of Senior Manager and Academic:

Completion of the CPeP program will reduce the experience 
requirement by 1.5 years

Completion of an Advanced Masters’ degree may reduce the experience requirement 
by up to 2 years [Note: the total reduction from CPeP plus Advanced Masters is 2 years] 

Work integrated learning (WIL) - Where the work-based learning extends the study 
period beyond the normal three year program, the WIL component may be counted 
towards the experience requirements for ACS professional certification. 

Honours - The honours year may be counted towards the experience 
requirements for ACS professional certification, provided an Honours 
degree in ICT is awarded in an area relevant to the SFIA level 5 
specialism(s) of the applicant.

• Account management
• Animation development
• Applications support
• Asset management
• Availability management
• Benefits management
• Business analysis
• Business modelling
• Business process improvement
• Business process testing
• Business risk management
• Capacity management
• Change implementation planning and 

management
• Change management
• Client services management
• Configuration management
• Conformance review
• Consultancy
• Continuity management
• Contract management
• Data analysis
• Data management
• Database administration
• Database/repository design
• Emerging technology monitoring
• Enterprise and business architecture 

development
• Ergonomic design
• Financial management for IT
• Human factors integration
• Information analysis
• Information assurance
• Information content authoring
• Information content publishing
• Information management
• Information security
• Innovation
• IT estate management
• IT governance
• IT management
• Learning and development assessment
• Learning and development management
• Learning delivery
• Learning design and development
• Marketing
• Methods and tools
• Network design

• Network planning
• Network support
• Organisation design and implementation
• Portfolio management
• Portfolio, programme and project support
• Porting/software integration
• Problem management
• Procurement
• Professional development
• Programming/software development
• Project management
• Quality assurance
• Quality management
• Quality standards
• Radio frequency engineering
• Release and deployment
• Requirements definition and management
• Research
• Resourcing
• Safety assessment
• Safety engineering
• Sales support
• Security administration
• Selling
• Service acceptance
• Service desk and incident management
• Service level management
• Software development process 

improvement
• Solution architecture
• Stakeholder relationship management
• Storage management
• Supplier relationship management
• Sustainability assessment
• Sustainability engineering
• Sustainability management for IT
• Sustainability strategy
• System software
• Systems design
• Systems development management
• Systems installation/decommissioning
• Systems integration
• Teaching and subject formation
• Technical specialism
• Technology audit
• Testing
• User experience analysis
• User experience evaluation


